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Introduction
Community and volunteer involvement is a key component of monitoring the status and health
of natural environments around the world. Passionate individuals and organizations have
become an integral part of science-based conservation programs through the collection and
documentation of data, contributing to public education and understanding. Community-based
biological inventories known as “BioBlitzes” are ideal venues to engage the public, while also
gathering fundamental biological data. These events are significant not only for producing
species inventories, but also for providing environmental education to the public, promoting
community involvement, and encouraging citizen science.
A great deal of time and effort goes into organizing and carrying out a BioBlitz. This guide was
developed as a planning tool to simplify this process, and encourage more events to happen.
The protocol and resources are based on the ideas, successes, and feedback from past local
BioBlitz participants as well as input from a steering committee and various stakeholders. The
latter includes: volunteers, scientists, government agencies, conservation groups, and
community groups.
This package is not meant to dictate the “right way” to conduct a BioBlitz. Rather, it is meant to
provide guidance and suggestions to maximize the efficiency and value of these events through
proper data collection and data sharing. The resources provided include: data entry forms,
registration forms, information for landowners, media/communications documents and example
survey techniques. Samples from past events and templates for various documents have also
been included to assist with the planning process. As each BioBlitz is unique in its purpose,
goals, challenges, and limitations, the advice and resources used during each event will be
dependent on the organizers and participants.
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The Ontario BioBlitz Program (www.ontariobioblitz.ca) is a network of partners that each
contribute to the annual Toronto Area event, and who share the mission to grow communitydriven Bioblitz events across the Province of Ontario and beyond
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Appendix 8: Schedule Examples
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