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BioBlitz Canada 150 Results
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	1. BioBlitz Canada 150: Regina
Wascana Park
Regina, Saskatchewan

June 910, 2017
· Flagship BioBlitz
· 602 participants, including:
· 19 volunteers
· 56 experts	
· On iNaturalist: 
· 240 species recorded 
· 669 observations
· 54 observers

	1. BioBlitz Canada Calgary  Weaselhead	 
Weaselhead Natural Area
Calgary, Alberta
June 24, 2017
· Community BioBlitz
· 230 participants
· On iNaturalist: 
· 242 species recorded 
· 363 observations
· 23 observers


	1. Grande Prairie BioBlitz
Crystal Lake Park
Grande Prairie, Alberta
September 24, 2017
· Community BioBlitz
· 60 participants
· On iNaturalist: 
· 52 species recorded 
· 51 observations
· 1 observer

	1. Manitoba Alvar BioBlitz
Manitoba Interlake Region 
June 2324, 2017
August 23, 2017
September 7, 2017
October 11, 2017
· Science-Intense BioBlitz
· 36 participants, including 17 experts
· On iNaturalist: 
· 243 species recorded 
· 446 observations
· 8 observers


	1. BioBlitzing the Cypress Hills
Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park
Saskatchewan side
July 2829, 2017
· Science-Intense BioBlitz
· 23 participants, including 18 experts
· On iNaturalist: 
· 399 species recorded 
· 697 observations
· 12 observers

	




SUMMARY
· 951 participants
· iNaturalist:
· 2,227 observations
· 1,070 unique species
· Most observed species =  Red-winged Blackbird
· 19 observations of species at risk encompassing 9 different species:
· Bank Swallow
· Northern Leopard Frog
· Loggerhead Shrike
· Barn Swallow
· Bobolink
· Common Nighthawk
· Yellow-banded Bumble Bee
· Eastern Whip-poor-will
· Western Grebe
· Most observed species at risk = Bobolink and Barn Swallow
HIGHLIGHTS
Grande Prairie BioBlitz
We had 23 bee hotels built by participants throughout the day.

Manitoba Alvar BioBlitz
Although the 40 bird species observed are not new records for the area, this list represents the first survey specific to Manitoba alvar.

It is anticipated that a publication related to the Gastropod surveys will be considered as this is the first formalized survey for this species group in Manitoba alvar.

BioBlitzing the Cypress Hills BioBlitz
Though it will be years before the insects are identified to species  and mainly will remain at family level due to no taxonomic expertise  there were some exciting finds for the area. Our Bryologist Linda Ley indicated that several bryophytes found were new Cypress Hills (Saskatchewan side) records based on the most recent assessment (done in the 1950s).


TESTIMONIALS
“So much more than a walk in the park, BioBlitz brings together students, members of the public and an array of biologists for an exciting learning experience. It’s an adventure while enjoying a great day in the outdoors.”
Robert Wrigley, Biologist, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Winnipeg
Manitoba Alvar BioBlitz (Science-Intense event)

“I think that this BioBlitz Canada 150 event series was a wonderful idea to celebrate the biodiversity that exists in this beautiful country. I loved the idea of getting communities and families involved in the collection of the data. The kids loved helping the experts identify the insects and birds and the parents were very grateful to have an outdoor event like this to take their children to that involved nature and education.”
Zoe MacDougall, Nature Kids Program Coordinator, Nature Alberta
Grande Prairie Community BioBlitz

· Did you like coming to this event? Yes, it was awesome!
· What was your favourite part? I liked catching the little bugs.
· What did you find? I found a leech, shrimp and a ladybug.
· What is your favourite animal? Butterfly.
Gracie Gordon, age 8, and her Grade 3 teacher, Miss Smith
Grande Prairie Community BioBlitz, AB

“This was great to spark interest. My group was very keen and gained a few skills to go out now on their own.”
John McFaul, Bird Expert
Calgary Community BioBlitz – Weaselhead

“Thank you for such a wonderful event! My almost six-year-old said this was the best day of his life!”
Melanie Hodges, Regina, mother of Charlie
Regina Flagship BioBlitz

“Hello to Wild Blue Flax and many, many more plant discoveries! The plant expert guided our group of burgeoning citizen scientists to an impressive list of species.”
Meaghan Brierley, participant
Calgary Community BioBlitz – Weaselhead

“This was the first time many of us had ever participated in organizing a BioBlitz. BioBlitz Canada 150 allowed us to introduce the concept here in Regina, and of fitting together scientists/experts and the general public. At first it was difficult for both groups to imagine, but it happened so naturally. Everyone ended up with a really great experience. We’d definitely consider doing an event like this again.”
Sarah Schafer, Visitor Experience Supervisor, Royal Saskatchewan Museum 
Regina Flagship BioBlitz

“A BioBlitz is an outstanding way to generate knowledge about the diversity waiting to be discovered in each habitat. The recording of data and collection of specimens are invaluable for identifying and managing our wildlife populations.” 
Robert Wrigley, Biologist, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Winnipeg
Manitoba Alvar BioBlitz (Science-Intense event)




LINKS
BioBlitz Canada 150 project on iNaturalist 
Virtual BioBlitz Canada 150 project on iNaturalist
Website
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